Resting in Faith

Intro

· Growing in Faith 

· Only comes by testing as James 1 says 

· Last time I spoke on Unfailing Faith

· This time Find the place of rest in Faith 

Hebrews 3 v 7 to Hebrews 4 v 13

· Jesus Greater than Moses 

· The writer brings a comparison of the Israelites following Moses and us Following Jesus and that Jesus is Greater than Moses
· Rest! It is possible to acknowledge God and fail to enter into His rest, it happened to Israel in the wilderness, and it can happen to us today too. 
· The only way to enter God's rest is through faith in His Word and obedience to that Word...failure to obey God's word will leave us unrested!
· There is a Rest for God’s People even in the mist of a desert/wilderness in Trial and tribulations 

Illustration – Dad’s Army – Don’t panic (Corporal Jones) Mr Mainwearing don’t Panic Very often our response can be both inward and outward panic 
A RESTFUL LIFE! 4:1-10
· God has always promised a "rest" to those who want it!

· Even in the Old Testament there was a rest in God possible, unfortunately, as the preceding verses indicate, Israel failed to find this "rest" of God's!

 How tragic that they missed the most important "rest" God had to offer.

2. But this "rest" remains for anyone today who might want it!

· It is not a physical rest that God is speaking of here, it is a spiritual rest!

· This promise has been available for a long time, and will continue to be available until Jesus comes back again.

3. For those who want "rest", it is available, and the writer will describe how we go about finding it.

· God's rest comes from faith in God's Word...which leads to obedience! notice the end of chapter 3:19... "So we see that they (Israel) were not able to enter, because of their unbelief." which led to their disobedience - there is a direct connection between REAL faith and obedience!

4. You can have the visual presence of God, you can have amazing provision form God’s hand and still fail to have Faith and end up in disobedience and sin. failing to enter the promised rest.

· Pillar of Fire, Cloud, Mana 

· Is all they had to do was look out the tent and see that God was with them. 

· In the night when fear and panic seem to hit the hardest they could open the tent flaps and see the pillar of fire. The camp was set out in such a way that everyone could see the pillar of fire and the cloud.

Reckless! 4:2-10

1. The messages from God can be of no value if they are not received by faith...and receiving them by faith implies obedience to that Word!

· disobedience is a form of unbelief!

· This was Israel's constant problem in the desert, they heard God's Word through His servant Moses, but they did not have enough faith in it to obey it, hence the consequences that they never entered into God's rest!

2. Israel loved the miracles and the displays of God's power, but they did not obey God's Word and thus they forfeited the most important rest God had to offer them!

· If they failed to enter God's rest even with God's presence in their midst and the miracles, so can we!

· They were reckless with God and their own lives....they failed to see that disobedience could lead to bad consequences later on!

3. Too many people who call themselves Christians today live this way!

· They are reckless with God's Word!

· They can raise hands in worship, or praise God for miracles, but they do not live in obedience to God's Word, in some cases they openly mock God's Word and it's teachings!...and then they wonder why their lives are anything but "rested" in God!

4. You cannot say they have faith in God without also having faith in His Word, and You  cannot say he has faith in the Word of God if he is not willing to obey it!

· When we bypass God's Word it doesn't matter how we feel about God, we are living reckless lives! 4:6
· To ignore God's Word is to put your spiritual life in jeopardy, it won't matter how many verses of the Bible you know by heart, how many powerful experiences you had at the altar, or how intense you can sing Gospel choruses...you will not find God's rest without obedience to His Word! This is what Israel's example teaches us here! - They ran toward miracles, but away from God's Word and the result was that they self-destructed!

5. There are too many reckless people who call themselves "Christians" today

in the Church....we can make the same mistake as Israel did, hence the warning in Heb. 4:1 is real!

I. A RESTFUL LABOR 4:11-13

A. Requirements! 4:11

1. The language here is strange and ironic in a sense: "Let us LABOR therefore to enter that rest." (KJV)

· Ironic in the sense that we must "make every effort" (NIV) or "labor" (KJV) to enter into this rest! The idea here means simply that we do have choices: to obey the Word of God by faith, or disobey it through unbelief!

· Obedience to God's Word can bring us into God's rest, disobedience will leave us outside without rest!

2. It is simply not enough to just be willing to get saved but then not live by

the Word of God!

3. The Christian life does not consist in just the altar call experience...it is

also the lifestyle of obedience to the Word of God by faith that matters!

· Too many people are willing to embrace Jesus so they can get to heaven, but they don't want to hear what the Bible teaches about their sinful lifestyle that requires changes!
· Obedience however is a requirement or there can be no rest for the wicked!

4. It is this "LABORING" to obey God's Word that brings us into spiritual health and restfulness!

· This is a daily task
·  If we truly have faith in God's Word we will follow it!

· Just as there is no shortcuts to good physical health, there can be none to good spiritual health!
B Revelation

1. Notice how this paragraph ends...with the Word of God again in the focus!

· It is that Word of God that ultimately impacts the quality of our spiritual life in the here and now as well as the then and there!

· The Word of God is foundational to our spiritual health, it must have priority in our life, this is done by obedience to its teachings!

2. There is nothing else on Earth that can do what the Word of God can do!
· It is alive and active....it can pierce through anything!

· All attempts to disregard God's Word will end up in failure...and we cannot hide our sins which is nothing more than disobedience to His Word!

· The Word of God has the power to change everything....and only it can bring rest!

· How tragic that an entire generation wandered through a desert simply because they failed to enter into God's rest by faith and obedience to His Word!

· We must be people of the Word, not people of the World!

· If we are to really know God's rest in our souls, we must have faith in God and His Word....and obey it!

· There’s real strength in God’s rest, our enemy cannot ruffle our feathers, he cannot cause us to react when we are rested in God 
How rested are you????
Are you resting in the arms of Jesus in your circumstances?

Smith Wigglesworth’s definition of “Faith is Believing what Jesus said just because he said it”.

I like the quote Neal uses, “Don’t doubt in the Dark what God said in the Light”. 

This is very real for us we lose it in the Night when fears comes doubts bombard our minds and we begin to believe lies and give way to fear. 

As we are pressing on for God’s presence and his manifest power in signs wonders and Miracles and we need them we must also be in Faith when we don’t see immediate results. 

CONCLUSION: Though Israel was called "God's people" and though they had seen miracles and God's great power, they failed to enter God's rest! Failure to enter was because of their failure to believe God's Word, which led to disobedience..the result: NO REST! The same can happen today too...obedience is the evidence of faith, which leads to rest! How restful is your life?
Matthew 11:28
"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.
